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p —— that when they knew G God, they ghrified bin nat as. 
Sead, neither were thankfull, but became-coain in there. 
own. Imagination,; and their faeli/p Heart was darkened, 
profe Ng themſebves to be wiſe, they became Fools. Rom. 
2t.— If @ Sor att Bread — will be give him a. 
Frome? — er if be ait a Fiſh will he give — a Serpent Þ 
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„Do not addrefs: you : in n this Mantier 

1 becanſe you: are ſingular, in turning the 
Leaf Grit to partial — Block 
| f + umblins aud u Rock uf Offence; 
ik becauſe, ſome Time ago; have had 
Opportunity to hear your Doctrine 
| * Pulpit, ang. afterward to have talk d 

with ſome Perſons bf your ſtated Audience. 
To hear, you-pfrach, and them 2 
| your ſayings, was, in my Opinion, tuffici= 
ent to make judicious Heath, weie they 
paeſent, to conclude, * Thur atithe preuliat 
'| PDactrines of Jeſus, were the mere Pro- 
| « ductions of e8thuſiaſtical. Fancy, ard 
chat, in the. View of yourſelf, and Pe 
, they appeared to be really ſo: And 
7 "therefor, ſhou'd you happen to be in 
their Countrey; 500 might ſoon be pre- 
ce vailed with, to conform to their heath- 
* Eftabliſhirient' 7 Becauſe I you had no 
1 higher. Notions of Jeſus, and his Method 


| A 2 «gx 


1 MT 
« ' of Eternal Happineſs, then you diſcover- 
ed by your Preaching, and your People 


« by their Converſation, you might rati- 


4 onally diſmiſs, the little cuſtomary con- 
&* cluding Form in your Prayers to the ſupre- 
te me Being, ſor the ſale of Chriſt : And 
« pray to the Opt: Max: Jupiter for the 
4 ſake of, Tome inferior Deity. 

« And if the Religion of Nature, (Mor- 
ce ality) which is the only Method of 
« Happineſs you ſeem to preach, and your 
« People to believe, be really ſaving to 
«. Chriſtians, tho' the Improvements of 
« Jeſus upon it, render the Practice of it 
« more difficult; it cannot be leſs ſaving 
cc to Heathens, to whom the Rules of it 
& are leſs known, and therefore, of whom 
“. leſs is required, and conſequently, to 
© whom it is more practicable in the Ex- 
32 7 f6 | Ls 
And if the Religion of Nature directs 
« Conſcience, toaccuſe Heathens for Crimes 
« * and Follies committed, which is natu- 
e ral, or moral Repentance; and if 
©& ſuch Repentance, as you fay, is one 
* Jr Ment fibi eonſeia Ta., BR Fo 
Prænetuens adbibet Stimulos terreigut Flagellis 
Nec Videt interea qui Terminut eſſe Malorum 
Poſt, nee gui ſit Pænarum denigus Finis; To Ib 
Argue eadem me, aut magic bee. in Morte graverant... 

7 774 S. OOO en YCRETLUS, 
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« Term of Acceptance with the Supreme 


Being, upon an Intimation from Jeſus, 


« of God's Placability with Chriſtians up- 
«= on it; ſurely the Supreme, Being, will 
A much more accept the Repentance of 
« Heathens, who have not the Encourages 
« ment of ſuch Intimation. _ 

And if a bare credit, to the extraordinary 
Ocurrences of the Life of Jaſus of Nazar- 
eth, has any natural Connections with, or 


« Influence upon the Acceptance of the 


« Chriftian, the like Faith of Heathe 
« to the amazing Paſſages, of the lives 


inferior Divinities, will produce the ſame 


« Effect; and if the naked Aſſent of Man- 
« kind, to the one, or to the other, cannot 
« by any known Rules of Nature add to 
the Value of Morality as ſuch; then the 
« Heathen is, in as good a Condition of 
&« Salvation as the Chriſtian, both having 
ce the like Repentance, the like Faith, the 
« like Morality, and therefore, the "like 
Hope of Acceptance; with this general 
« Advantage on the Side of the Heathen, 
that by how much his Knowledge, and 
« other Opportunities are the. leſs, His 
© Praiſe, Merits And Acceptance will be 
6" "he Wore... .. 

Sir, tho' the Sentiments of erbt and 
ſtated Hearers, gave Occaſion to introdu: 


cing 


N 
4 we | 


{1 
myſelf; in the Perſon of a Heathetz Bs - 
| f = RAE Sie. coud you try my, Heart, TH. 
and Parch' y Rein, vou might find, ** 
L do not Proßecel on Heathen Marini 
my Addreſb to you ; but « on 9775 + neg 
by, A ofecot AIRY to m HIM, who 
knew more than du, And * and all rea- | 
Tues z to whoſe Intelligence 'Y yield my * 
adgemenk, 2nd on whote ſufficiency, I iu- 
tirely fix the Comfof t of i ny. Soul in Ti ine, 
and my Salvation after, 15 5 
Were your Soul i Hale ſtead, to | 
view for CR, the ig e 


art Talinaton bit the Tenge of 1 85 awful 
Day, I might Teak with g greater Zcal, be- | 
cauſe of my greater Certainty of your Dans | 
er, but not with”! preater SO: 58 
do in theſe Pipers. . Js 

I do notwrite to o⁰ 4s to one of theſe 5 
ee p roud Things, wie bave already 3 
— N and their 3 ignorant 
earers, from the Neceſft ty of all Written 

Reyohtan, and have therefore, intitely ; 
mora- 


— 


moralized the! hep an 8 05 


Converſation 98560 ing, I Ciel 1 


to Olle of thol, & who 1 
10 1 Kae een to 2 Reve ation kg ond 
make, Probably, from. ducation, and com- 
mon Ciiftom, than, from any ſerious Deli- 
beratiqn, and Choices, and therefore, are. 
Keel, by fear les, inattentive, end ſel 
Jorious Venturs, to wimick. the-gradual 


Rewopes of Other Fugitives: from Jeſus, 


Chriſt.” NI 84 Wy 
: "However, asT. know nat, HE 4 particu» 


Jar exalted Imaginations againſt the Knows, 
gage, and Obedience of Chriſt, ma wy haye, 


taken Poſſeſſion of your Soul, and as all 
ſecret Thoughts, with all Methods, of com- 
ing by them, and all Cauſes of e entertain= 
ing them, mult be left, to the al- -cutious 
reyealing Day of eſis, J ſhall-in the ge- 
feral, fix. upon your acknowledged Cha- 


rafter, of, Miniſter of 1 the Goſpel: Though 
it is my r&al pinion, that not Grace, nor 
common Senſe, but the vulgar chriſtian 
Idiom, will juſtify, my yielding that ho- 


nourable Character to any, whole Senti- 
ments ſeem to me, to render the Goſpel, 
Tidings of no Value. Yet as you bear, 
and own the Name, permit me to remind 


you of the Thin: :. And 1 in order to that 
be pleaſed to recollect, | 


That 


FF. "TEN 

That if no Sect of Heathens, or any ſin- 
gle Perſon among them, ever did conform 
in Practice, to as much of the Religion of 
Nature, or Rules of Morality, as their own 
Conſcience, or that of their Teachers, di- 
rected them to; which, if we believe them- 
ſelves, no one of them ever did: And if 
notwithſtanding as you ſeem to think, Re 
morſe of Conſetence, Repentance, Faith, in 
the Exiftence, Providence and Indulgence 
of a ſupreme Being, with the Virtue, and 
Merit of their Conformity, to ſome of 


the known Laws of Nature, (Morality) 


did ſecure a Place of future Happineſs for 


them; then ſurely, the like Repentance, 


Faith, and Obedience, wou'd ſecure our 
Felicity, though 7efas Chriſt had never 
come to our World. This is evident. 

That, if Jes came with no other view, 
than to republiſh to us, that Religion in a 
fairer Character, by which the Hcathens 
were ſaved in a coarſer, and more illegible 
one, he cou'd mean no more, than to gra- 
tify our Fancy, not to mend our eternal 
State. Further, 2 5 

If he came with no other Deſign, than 
to improve the Religion of Nature, and 
that the Meaning of ſuch Improvement, is, 
an Addition of moral Rules, unknown be- 
fore, a Diſcoyery of the ex tenſive Nature 


of 
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of that Religion, and the conſtant Appli- 
cation of the Powers of our Souls, and Bo- 
dies, to the Practice of all; that is worſe: 
Becauſe, by the Religion of Nature, it is 
not according to what we neither know, 
nor have in Poſſeſſion, but to what we 
know, and have, that we are to be judged 
by the ſupreme Being; conſequently if we 
act not in proportion to our Knowledge, 
and other ſuperior Advantages, as none of 
us ever naturally did; it plainly follows, 
that in Stead of adoring God, for the 
Miſſion of that extraordinary Perſon Jeftes 
of Nazercth, we ſhou'd cordially wiſh, he 
had never appeared on Earth. | 
And, if ſuch Improvement by Jeſus, 
caſts a poor Aſpect upon our eternal State; 
and if beſides, Repentance in its full Extent, 
and improved Circumſtances, with a real 
Faith, to the Nature, Tranſactions, and De- 
clarations of eus, are required of us, as in- 
diſpenſible Conditions of future Happi- 
neſs; and, that we know by repeated Ex- 
perience, neither of theſe Conditions to be 
naturally in our Power, to perform at Plea- 
ſure: Then, it undeniably follows, that by 
a very modeſt Computation, not one Chriſ- 
tian to a thouſand Heathens, can be happy 
hereafter; And therefore, that not only the 
peculiar Doctrines of Jeſus, but all his Im- 
| B proyements 


L101 
provements upon the Religion of Nature, 
ſhould with all poſſible Precaution, be kept 
hid from the Knowledge of rational Crea- 
tures; leaſt ſuch Knowledge, ſhou'd put a 
Check at once, upon their Innocent Free- 
dom in Time, and enhance their Miſery af- 


ter it. Vith that View, be pleaſed to con- 


ſider that, 
If there is a Method of Salvation laid 
down in the Goſpel, diſtin& from all the 
Schems of Vulgur Jews, Mahometants, 
and Heathens ; and if that Method is really 
peculiar to Jeſus of Nazereth; and if it is 
the only one known to us from the Gl, 
effectual for preſent, and future Happineſs; 
being warranted to declare, that there is 20 
other Name (Method) given under Hea- 
ven among Men, by which they can be 
ſaved, but by the Name, (Method) of 
Jeſus, and had there been a Law given, 
either Natural, Moral, Ceremonial, or Po- 
litical, which cou'd by all our Conformity 
to it, have given Righteonsneſs (Accep- 
tance with God) verily Chriſt died in vain: 
And if However, Chriſt died not in vain; 
and that yourſelf bears the Character of his 
Miniſter, or delegated Publiſher, of the 
8 of his Sufferings, and Death, 

en. N 


| Suppoſing | 


„„ ͤ 

Suppoſing I ſhould whiſper in your Ear, 
when you apprehended noDanger;“ Pray, 
let the Scheme of Jeſus drop. It is a re- 
* ſtricted unſocial and Mifterious one, 
*' conceal it from rational Natures, who 


' © will ſurely disbeleive your unnatural 


© Report, and diſpiſe you for the fooliſh- 
= nels of en, 23 15 the ns T Uſe 
* as you happen to live in a Countrey, 
*© where the peculiarities of Jeſus, are eſ- 
* tabliſhed by Law, and faid to be the 
* Faith of the Society; it is quite neceſ- 
„ fary, you ſhoud aſſign ſome natural Uſe- 
© fullneſs, to a Perſon fo very much re- 
„ garded by your Friends. | 
Therefore chooſe, out of the Plan of 

* Jeſus, ſuch Rules of Morality, as you 
* may rationally call, an Improvement of 
© the Religion of Nature, and add to thoſe 
* (Occaſionally) of the various Syſtems of 
* Nature, as many Rules, as ſeem to carry 
* a plauſible Referrence to ſuch Tmprove- 
ment: There is no Danger, in doing the 
Honour toFe/izs,of being the Author of a 
curious Collection of natural Maxims, 
« and moral Rules. Then, you ſhall find 
«< yourſelf poſſeſſed, of an univerſally be- 
„ nevolent, rational Religion, having all 
&« Mankind without Diſtinction, as one 
« great Object of your extenſiye Charity. 
B 2 This 
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This Scheme you ſhall find, to be at. 
© tended with great Advantages, It will 
© give a generous Looſe to your Mind, to 
© run abroad to the pleaſant Fieldsof Na- 
© ture, and pick up religious Ideas wher- 
© ever you can find them. It will make 
© you put a juſt Value upon the Powers of 
< your Nature, yea upon the human Na- 
© ture in general. It will make you look. 
* with a mixture of Pleafure, and generous, 


_ © Pity upon the Captivity of your goſ- 


« pelized Bretheren. It will provide you 
with a Stock of pleaſing Ideas, all of 
them, ſo ſuſceptible of Meanings, that 
as occaſion requires, you may call them 
Law, Goſpel, Nature, Grace, Divi- 
nity, Flumanity, Fitneſs, common, or 
moral, Senſe, and ſtill have the Pleaſure, 
of reſerving your real Sentiments in your 
own Breaft, Beſides, your pleafing Ideas 
will in proportion to their Novelty, fur- 
niſh you with agrecable Language; and 
both will recommend you. to the No-. 
tice of the curious, free thinking Part of 
Mankind. Ina Word, it will unty your 

Obligation to the plan of eh and the 
Doctrine, and Example of your enthuſiaſ. 

tical Fathers. 7. 
And if you happen to have a concealed: 


. © Regard to at leaft ſome of the ſpecula - 
= 99 « tive 


ET 

tive Doctrines of the Goſpel; by a gra» 
dual Diſuſe you ſhall gradually diſpiſe 
them, and proportionally diſpiſe the 
Author and Promotters of them, and 
then infallibly you'l. find yourſelf indiſ- 
poſed to practiceing the Improvements 
made by Jeſus, upon the Religion of 
Nature: Becauſe, there is no Law in 
Nature, oblidging a Man to conform, 
to the Precepts of a Perſon whoſe Vera» 
city he ſuſpects, if he is not compelled 
thereto by Force or ſelf Love, nor to 
more Rules of Practice, than are really 
neceſſary; where lets are fufficient; more 
are unntaural,” 

Now Sir, ſuppoſing you believed my 
Scheme, generous and good, and yielded 
to comply with it, by ſuch Ways and 
Means, as were conſiſtent with your own 
Character, and Inrereſt, and other Circum- 
ſtances, in a Chriſtian Country; what more 
rational Method could you chooſe, ta 
Anſwer my utmoſt Views. Than when in 
Pulpir, to ſpeak as little of Zefus, and his 
peculiar Doctrines, as was circumſtantially 
poſſible; and when in Company, either, 
to ſpeak not of them at all, or if you 
did, to put a Sence upon them, intirely 
conſiſtent with my Scheme, or at leaſt en- 
deavour ſo to do; and then, leave your 

Friends 
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Friends with a ſeeming Impreſion, that 
the Syſtem of Jeſus, is not the only way 
O Acceptance with Heaven; and then, on 
ſome proper Occaſions, take all the Spiri- 
tualities of Jeſus, and his Apoſtles, and 
throw them at once, unto that capacious 
Word ENTHUSIASIM, and jocularly play 
off, ſome hard Speeches, againſt the Evils 
with which it is replete. I know that you 
daily proſecute the above Method, I be- 
lieve you do it, more, from an unfixed, 
unheeded, Diſpoſition in your Mind, than 
to Anſwer the heathen Scheme, I have 
propoſed. However tho” you mean not, 
to find out mine, as valuable to Chriſtians, 
Mine will find out yours, as valuable to 
Heathens, and therefore to the grand 
Enemy of Souls. Becauſe, it is quite 
natural for the Mind of Man, upon the 
Diſuſe of one religious Syſtem, to find 
out another in its Room; and if there is 
no Check upon it, by a conftant Force of 
united Fear and Love, it will as naturally 
find out that Plan, which bids faireſt for 
the Gratification of its Liberty, and Ap- 
petite; and this it will do, by a ſucceſſive 
Revolution of different Inclinations, with- 
out any known premeditated Defign : And 
if there is an evil Spirit, or Spirits who 
may have a project in view, bearing a per- 


nicious 


1 

nicious A ſpect on your final Comfort, and 
who may have occaſional Acceſs to your 
Mind, and may there, form ſome Images 
tending to promote their own grand De- 
ſign; And can do this, without the im- 
mediate perception of your {lumbering 
Powers: Then it wll follow, that the 
Scheme which (next to that of refuſing the 
Exiſtence of a ſupreme Being) is the moſt 
oppolite to that of Jeſus of Nazereth, 
your Mind will ultimately fix upon, this 
I purpoſe to prove afterwards. 
| Meantime, as you ſeem to yield the Exi- 
ſence, and Immortality of Spirits, good, 
and evil; and to acknowledge the Scrip- 
tures, where the Being, Exiſtence, Na- 
ture, and Views of the Devil, are ſtrongly 

aſcerted; and to find in Experience, your 
own Imagination, to be paſſive of true, 
and falſe Appearances; and that your al- 
lowed Character, proclaims the Method of 
Jeſus to be the beſt. Therefore it is in- 


tirely rational, you would admit, that con- 


cealing from Men, the reſtricted way of 
Happineſs pointed out by Chriſt, and 
leading them back, by gradual, and inſenſi- 
ble Removes, to the deſperately unconfined 
Fields of Nature; without any Hold, or 
Hope of Happineſs, but what ariſes from 
a flattering Idea of the general no 
an 
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FT 
and unpromiſed Favours of an indulgent 
Being ; and forming on their 8 


wild, and paſſing Viſions connecting the 


Indulgence of Heaven, with indulging 
their own Fleſh, and Freedom: Surely is, 
a cruel, ungenerous and evil Conduct, and 
as ſuch, muſt be allowed to proceed from 
ſome evil Byaſs in your Mind. And tho 
you may diſcharge Satan, of all Concern in 
it; becauſe his Operations may not be per- 

ceptible to you, bein 5 not an Apoſile, to 
be acquainted with his Miles; yet ſtill, 
there muſt neceſſarily be ſome Evil, whence 


the above evil Conduct proceeds. 


Should you notwithſtanding, in the ge- 


neral, without the Inconveniency of much 


Reflection, and for Reaſons, ariſing from 
hidden Evil, or conceited Goodneſs, mains 
tain the Purity of your Heart, and the 
Goodneſs of your Deſigns, and the Tendeney 
of your Miniſtrations to make Men Wiſe, 
virtuous, and happy. Tnen, how has it 


happened that the Congregation who 


ſtatedly, and with Contentment, fat un- 
der your Miniſtry, theſe many Years paſt, 
ſecm neither to have or know, any other 
Confidence towards God, or Hope of future 


Peace, than, what ariſes from their Mora; 
lity; which Morality, they reſtri&, or 


enlarge, as beſt ſuts their temporal Hap= 
pineſs. 


E 

vineſs: Nature in general, is the neun! 1 
Rule of their Faith, and Nature in 
cular, or their own natural Appetites, is” 
is the known Rule of their Practice. fe 
2 if you faithfully preached to 

% Doctrines of Jeſus, and his 

olle pk have their only Spring in 
the uncreated Nature of God, diſtin& from 
thoſe that have their Riſe from the created 
Nature of Man: Theſe, as the Goſpel, or 
glad Tidings, to which their Faith is re- 
quired, and 7hoſe as the juſtifying Proofs 
of their Faith in the other; and neither 
theſe to be ſavingly believed, nor thoſe to 
be acceptably performed, but by the ap- 
plication, of the ane, and the production 
of the other, by the Holy Ghoſt: Then, 
it is very evident, your People would 
either believe you, or leave you, or not 
underſtand you. 

That if you preach the Goſpel, your 
People do not believe you, is a plain Fact; 
— what have been owned, by 
Chriſtians, as Tidings of Sal vation, ab- 
ſolutely diſtinct, from all Intimations of 
Nature, are ſhocking to the Ears, and 
ruffling to the Paſſions, of the faſhionable 
Part of your Auditory; and the lower 
Part of them, ſeem not to have heard, and 
much leſs to have believed, the ablolue 

C Neceſſity 


[18] 
N cdeſſity of a Saviour, and Holy GHoſt, 
and far leſs, to have reſpect to the tenth 


Part of the "moral "inc of Jeſus Vet, 


all of them, are ſo far from leaving you, 
that they applaud your Lucubrations, as 
the Quinteſſence of Reaſon, and yaurtetf,; 
as a Perſon, calculated forthe Freedom and 
Happineſs of Society; and one ſtript of all 
Slaviſh Attachment, to the / cloudy, muſty 
Divinity, and unſocial Practice of former 
Ages: Therefore, if you preach the Goſpel, 
your Hearers, have got the Art of learn» 
ing the Reverſe from you. But. 10 
Perhaps, they don't underſtand you. It 
is poſſible, tho' not very probable, that a 
Congregation ſhou d be fagacious, and in- 
telligent in their Secular Matters, for ſix 
Days, and on the ſeventh, leave their 
common Senſe, with their common Cloaths 
at Home. Be this as it will: the Poffi- 


bility of ſuch Event, muſt proceed from 


the extraordinary, but occaſional Stupidity 
of your Flock, which you will by no 
Means admit ; Or elſe from ſome culpable, 
tho' beloyed Matter, Manger, and Expreſ- 
ſion. of your own. For, 


Firſt, ſtiou d you rcatly nun the 


Syſtem of Jeſus, to be peculiar to himſolf, 


and truly diſtin from every poor, in- 
effectual Shen of Nature; yet preach it 


not 
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not as ſuch, to thoſe, you are eochmanded | 
to inſtr aa, Or. 3 

Seecondly, from certain Views, delicatly 
touching your e,. Fancy, publiſh is un- 
der ſuch adopted Words, and Forms of 
Sperch, as are apt to convey an Appreherk 
fion, that it is- only a Plan of Nature re» 
fined, and made thore ſalvatory. Or, 

Thitdly, preach the moral, preceptive 
Part of the Revelation of God, for the 
glad Tidings of Salvation. Or, | 

Pourthly, from Deſign, br Inadverteney, 
intimate the Record that Nature (without 
Revelation) gives of God, and of its ſelf, 
in Preference to, or equal with, the Record 
God gives of himfelf, and of it in his Re- 
velation. 

Fifthly, ſhou'd you fall under one, or 
all the above Miſtakes, thro' — 
of the F rſt Principles of the Oracles o 
4, 11 Bare — dy, and 
to ſhow, that the Fenorarice, and Immoras 
lity of your People mutt taturally follow. 
In the mean Time, peritiifnie to attend to 
your own da Caſe, For, 
Firſt; if your Conſtiencs bears you 
Witneſs, that you believe the Syſtem of 
Jeſus, to be diſfinct from, and indepen» 
dent on, all the Plans that Nature ever did 
or ein alfond, and preach it not as * , 
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20 J 
then, whatever your fond Views may be 
can you rationally think, that the Wiſdom 
of Heaven, will not permit you, to periſh 
in your own Prudence? Don't you exalt 


Vourfelf, above the Orders of Heaven, to 


preach the Goſpel to all the World, fhun 
not to declare the whole Council of God, 
determine to know nothing among Men, 
as influential on their future Peace, /ave 
Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, and to 
Glory in the Croſs of Chrſt; and all this 
with the awful Sanction, big with future 
Terrors, Woe is you, if you preach not 
the Gepe? Can you deliberately think, 
and not be afraid, if you hqve received the 
Truth not in the Love of it, and therefore, 
do not declare, or obeyit; that God, who 
is no Reſpecter of Perſons, will not deal 
by you, as he has done by others of your 
Character; that is, give you up, to ſtrong 
Deluſions, with a double View (the re- 
verſe of your own,) firſt to believe a He, 
and next to be 44? Which doom, I 


ſincerely pray may be prevented, by that 


glorious Grace, which you ſeem to tram- 
ple under Foot, if not, I as ſincerely pro- 
pheſie, you ſhall deſperately tremble, at 


the approaching Conference, between you 


and the Shepherd of Iſrael. 
Secondly, If you preach the known 
| : Matter 


[ 21 ] 
Matfer of the Goſpel, under adopted 
Words and Forms of Speech foreign to 
| the Phraſe of Heaven; then, however a- 
greeable to your own fancy, ſuch new 
Dreſs to antient Ideas from God, may pofli- 
bly be; and however famous the inventors; z 
can you rationally affirm, that it will 
ſuit the Matter better than the old inſpir- 
ed one? Eſpecially, ſeeing the Matter is 
but in part known to you, in part to 
the Apoſtles, and but in * to Angels, 


— dail Pl pry into it: confident, 
were theſe glorious Creatures, our audible, 


and viſible Inſtructors on Earth, they durſt 
not diſuſe any one of the Phraſes, of the 

everlaſting Goſpel ; much leſs ſubſtitute in 
their Room, any new, and equiyocal ones, 
drawn from the Nature, fitneſſes, _ 
Moral ſenſe ofeternal or not eternal. Thi 

Vou'l fay, Words are voluntary. Yes; evil 
Words, and evil Matter alſo; I am ſorry for 
it; Sin hath made themboth ſo: but if good 
Words and good Matter likewiſe, are 

voluntary to Men, as you ſeem to think 
they are; it is great Pity they ſhou d not 
be voluntary to God too. 

As he has with infinite Wiſdom, and 
Freedom, choſe his good Matter, why 
not with infinite Knowledge, chooſe from 
the infinite Variety of created Sounds, ſuch 

as 


[ 22 
as pleaſed him to communicate his Matter 
dy? Is not this poſſible? And ſeeing, 
Mes, the prophets, and the 2 
were organized Beings, can you think it 
rational}, that they received naked Thought, 
under no Form ſuited to the Union of their 
Souls, and Bodys? efpecially, when one of 
them, being caught up to Heaven, heard 
Words, that is, received Thoughts, under 
ſome Repreſentation, of what we call 
Words. Or, do you think it probable, 
that God committed his inſpired Matter, to 
be inſpired by Men, with proper Manner, 
and Expre ſſion; efpecially, when theſe 
great and holy Men, were not very learn- 
ed, in the modern moral ſenſe, or eternal! 
independent fitneſs, and unfitneſs of Sounds 
or other Things? 

Is it not Fact, that God addreſſed him- 
ſelf, 89w,to their Ears, by audible 8peeches; 
then, to their Eyes, by viſible Characters; 
wext, to their caſed Powers in the Night, 
by ſenfible Images, and Figures. And 
can you think, that they forgot Words, 
Characters, Images, and Figures, and only 
remembered, the bare ſtript Matter, with- 
our any Form, Manner, or ex pteſſion; 
though of the utmoſt Conſequence, to 
communicate the Ideas of a pure Spirit, to 
embodied Souls? Sure, tho' in this impor- 
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tant Cafe, you cou'd imagine the wiſe God 
to be deficient ; you cannot judge his Pen- 
men, to be themes of Memory than your- 
ſelf, who can remember in the Morning, 
the Matter, Manner, and Expreſſion of 
yaur Viſion in the Night. 

If therefore, the Word, the Phraſe, the 
Manner, and Matter of Revelation, are 
the Produce of the Wiſdom of Heaven: 
How dare you ſtand in the Room of Chriſt, 
under the hearing Ear of God, to play off 
pour wandering Forms of Speech, conceited 
Excellency of Words, and fancifully ele- 
gantModes of Ex preſſion, and not be affraid, 
that your new, m7 faſhionable Idioms, 
may find out new, and pleaſing Objects; 
and ſuch Objects find out a new and more 
agreeable Way to Heaven; and tuch Way 
find out, the old Road to Hell? Where 
are you then? You'l fay, it was beſt to 
be leſs Wiſe, at leaſt as Wiſe, not Wiſer 
than God. Tho' Words are but volunta- 
Ty, and Wind; Vill may venture, and 
Wind may blind not only yourſelf, but 
Hearers alſo; and both fall into the Ditch. 

There was a Shepherd in my Country, 
who upon an Evening, ſent his Boy to call 
home his Sheep, by the Country Cry, 
DATT, DATT. The Boy went, 
but tired with the common —__ and 

thinking 
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thinking to make himſelf Author of a 
better, cryed HO, HO. The harmleſs 
Creatures, unuſed to the new invented 
Sound run away in great Terror, except- 
ing the Ram, who ſtood his Ground, and 
with an Angry Countenance, pranc 0 up. 
to theY oung Shepherd, and puſhed him to 
the Ground; then run home, as it he had 
a Mind to complain. The Boy recoyered 
himſelf, and got home alſo; but upon 
being obliged to tell the Cauſe of his Diſ- 
appointment, was heartily lick'd, and diſ- 
miſſed from his Service. I wiſh the ſim- 
ple Story, may not become too applicable 
if you don't Speak Shepherd Language. 
For, if the Flocks in 1/rael are ſcatter- 
red, it is becauſe the Shepherds of I/ract, 
have danb'd them with Morter untempered 
in, and unrequired of Heaven. Can there 
be in Nature, and much leſs in Grace, any 
Reaſon ſufficient, to prevail with, a ra- 
tional Meſſenger, from the King of Na- 
tions, to convey, the eternally important 
Will of his Maſter, in ſome unknown, 
ſome unmeaning, ſome uncertain, Sounds, 
as if on Purpoſe prepared to muſically 
divert the underſtanding of the wife,” per- 
vert, or over reach the Judgment of the 
Simple; tho' he knows his Lord incom- 
paſſeth all his ſteps, knows all his * 
an 


(251 
and not one Word in bis Muth, bit lo, 


he  knoweth altogether : And though, be 


not only ſees the Matter of his Embaſſy, 
laid down to him, but the Fonm of ſound 
Words, under which he is to deliver it to 
Men: And diſcharged, under Pain of the 
higheſt Curſe to add to, or dimitziſh from 
either: And that all the Rewafd he can 
claim for acting otherwiſe, is only the 


Epilogues of the dying W Wicked, 'or the 


Gratification of a vicious, dying Pallate? 

If by all rational Religion; you can find 
rational A pologies, to juſtify ſuch Conduct, 
to a diſobe. ved ed, it is high Time to be- 
gin adjuſting them to 92. Recti- 
tude; becauſe. yo Mall oon be recalled 
from you Embaſſy. EEO 

But notwithſtanding you may, with A 
featleſs Indifferency, at this Diſtance from 
your Change, diſpiſe all that can be faid 
to you upon this Head : And for Reafons 
wantonly ſuggeſted from Humour, Profit, 
Pleaſure, and Attachment, profiounce your 
Reprovers, Officious, und unbefte. Yet 
durſt Lanticipate the Charge: apaioſt you, 
and put my own ſoul in place of yours; 
Jaſſure you, the diſtant Views, of the 
Frowns of God, wou'd make me fill up 


the Reſidue of my Days, with mild, ant | 


1oft r eaſt God, in Whoſe Name 
5 D | I poke 


* 
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q Ef poke on Earth, ſhou'd then tell me in 
a — and aw full Voice, what he now tells 
me, in a Snall and dtili one, | 
That the Lord Jeſus preſumed not to 
ſay to Men, but what he heard and 
8 — of the Father; and much leſs 
durſt Prophets, and Apoſtles, but what 
they heard and learned of the Spirit: 
That they both received, and delivered 
* their Meſſage, in the ſimpleſt Language 
© of Servants, Herdsmen, Craftsmen, Hus- 
- © bandwen, and Children; that the moſt 
y * Learned of them, declared not the Teſtt- 
* mony of God, in Excellency of Speech 
nor iu the inticing Words of Man's Mi 
© dom; nor darkened the Council of Hea- 
ven, by Words without Knowledge,” 
And ſhou'd, I plead my Ignorance; as the 
cauſe of my conceited Wiſdom, Then, 
« {ceing I had the Word of God for my 
y Lied, his Spirit for my Guide, his Saints 
* for my Example, his Throne for my Re- 
© queſts, and Conſcience for my Notice; 
© and ſtill a Man ef no wndenſtanading; 
© therefore the God, that made me, ſbou d 
22 me 10 Favogr, aud be that formed 
ow d ſhew me no Mercy.” | 
Shou'd I ſay, that I copicd after Men, 
eſteemed to be learned, and Wiſe; Then 
* that his own ſuppoſed Foelinejs, in the 
| | Matter, 
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© Matter, Manner, and Expreſſion of his 
© Revelation, is Wiſer than the Wiſdom of 
Men, of myſelf, and of all thoſe, whoſe. 
© Thoughts and Language, I had n 
© adopted.” | 
Should I. plead, my natural Defire of 
Applauſe, Profit, and Pleaſure, as Occaſi- 
ons of my Error : Then, © thatT have had 
© my. Reward on Earth; or induſtriouſſy 
© ſought. it there: And therefore cannot- 
expect it in Heaven.” Shou'd I fay that 
my Diſuſe of the Diction, or Phraſe of 
Heaven, proceeded from the eneral Diſ- 
regard of the Age I lived in, to Jeſus 
Ghrift, the now. — Line of Life, 
that ran through the whole Scripture; 
that J had no means to know better, or if 
I had, Singularily would have ruined me 
Then, that T muſt, with them, ſubmit to 
© the revealed Sentence, if any Man love 
© not the Lord Jeſus Chrift let him be 
Anathema, Maranatha, accurſed, the 
Lord cometh. 

Sir, if nothing cat: change your ſauey 
Diale&, and natural Speculations, to the 
ſimple Language, and Notions of Heaven 
'till the\Inſpirations of Death to the con- 
trary; I would by no means, cxeliange my 
_ for y yours, But, 

+Third ty J wan "= the final Charge 
| 2 


a1 
againſt you, proceed upon a fanciful Choice 
of Pulpit Phraſes, raw Novelties to the 
Idiom of Heaven ; It may upon another 
pleaſing Error, that is, an almoſt perpetual 
- _ retailing, and urging for Acceptance with 
God, the moral, and: preceptive' part of 
| the Ou Diſpenſation, for the Goſpel 
Ilie. "2-36! | | . | | 
You Acknowledge, that the ritual, and 
ceremonial Part of the Worthip of the 
Antients; had no moral, or natural Con- 
nection with the final Happineſs of the 
Worſhipers; but were ſolemn Umbrages 
of ſome Things that had What cou'd 
theſe Things be? not Morality, - becauſe, 
itſelf, of itſelf, is but an Umbrage, or 
practical Repreſentation, of inward Nature, 
or natural, Conſcience: it eoul'd not be 
natural Religion, becauſe, thoſe bloody, 
waſtefull and tireſome Ceremonies, were 
the Reverſe of all the Dictates, and Voice 
of Nature, or natural Conſcience: There- 
fore thoſe Rites, Gc. muſt. have repre- 
ſented ſome good THINGS, to come, 
which Men. had not in poſſeſſion of their 
Nature; T HIN G 8 hid from Ages and 
Generat ious, till revealed by Ghrift, and 
his Apaſiles; Conſequently, THIN GS, 
that for their being, and Wcce/s, have no 
Dependence known to us, upon any created 
f 3 3 Nature, 


* 
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Nature, and much leſs, upon our own 
vitiated, and ignorant one, 

If notwithflanding, yuu change Morali- 
ty (the Appointed Umbrage, or ſhaddow: 
of our inward Faith in thoſe glad, and re- 
vealed Tidings ;) to the Gofpel itfelf, or. 
to the Subſtance of our Acceptance. 
with God: Youare fuppoſed to do ſo, on 
one of the following Accounts, or by Turns 
upon all of them. 

Either becauſe Obedience to the DiQates 
ot Nature, is more practicable to Men a, 
than before the publication of 'the Gofpet: 7 
This cannot happen, for three unanſwera- 
ble Reaſons: becauſe of the great Extent 
of our Lords Requirments, the perpetual 
Exerciſe of all the Powers of our Souls, 
and Bodys in their full Extent, at all 
Times, 8 the End of Life; without of- 
fending in one Point, otherwiſe we offend 
iu all. And, 

Becauſe of the many additional Rules of 
Morality, with their numberleſs enjoined 
Circumſtances, unknown to — Mo- 
rality, which our Lord left to his Follwers; 
aſſuring them, that if their Righteouſneſs 
did not exceed that of the Phariſes (the 
ſtricteſt Moraliſts then in the World) the 

eou'd not enter into his Kingdom. Ant 
Baut notwithſtanding ſuch intenſe Per- 


petuity 


a 
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petuity of Practice, and Addition of Rules: 
Men have not zow from Nature, the leaſt 
Degree of more Strength, or Willingneſs, 


to Obey, than others had of old. There- 


fore it is impoſſible, Morality can bring 
Life, and Immortality to your People, by 
repreſenting it eaſy to them. | ; 
Or, becauſe God connected future Hap- 
ineſs to ſincere, not perfect Obedience, as 
a Goſpel Covenant. There is not one 


Mord of ſuch Covenant, in all the Book 


of God; nor the remoteſt Hint concern- 


concerning it. What? do you recommend 


to your People, as a Covenant of Happi- 

pineſs, the whole of Morality, in full Sin- 
cerity ? No: That is a Perfection which 
is not required. Are they to do the half, 
in full ſincerity? No: becauſe, God never 
indulged Man to ommit one known duty, 
and much lefs the half of all: Such omiſſi- 


on, argues Inſincerity, and that Argues 


the Covenant to be did, and Null. Are 
they to do as mueh as Time, Strength, and 
Circumſtances will admit of; with as much 
Sincerity as, nature can command? No! 
Becauſe, neither they, nor other 8 ever did, 


or ſhall do ſo. 


May they not therefore, chooſe for Tis 
ſtance, twenty Duties of Morality, luiting 


their Humour, and Conveniency and do 
them 
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them in Sincerity ? Ves: Becauſe, thery 
is no Perſection of Numbers required 
in the Covenant. May not they ommit as 
many Circumſtances of ſuch twenty, as 
they judge convenient? Yes: Becauſe, 
Perſection of Parts is not required. And 
if free will directs them, may not they 
chooſe two Duties from the twenty, ant 
- omit the reſt? Yes: Becauſe, if they a 
not confined by G to the whole, they 
are not limitted to any Number; and if 
they perform the two with Sincerity, why 
not as acceptable, as Sincerity in two 
Hundred? And may they not in ſuch two, 
ſometimes, abate of their Sincerity towards 
God, and be ſincere towards Men, and 
next, abate of it towards Men, and be 
ferne towards themſelves? Les, 
HhHecanſe, God expects no more Perfection 
of their Sincerity, than he does of their 
Love, which, when perfect, is the fulfill. 
ing of the whole 7 Law, (Morality) but that 
is not required. May not they perform 
ſuch two Duties, or one of them, at any 
Period of Life, ſuits their Fancy beſt ? . 
Yes: Pecauſe, in all the Covenant, there 
is no Time limited, or any perfection of 
Time required. May not they hence, 
conclude, that if they have any Intervals 
of * Reaſon, in their expiring Mo- 

| ments 
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ments, they will be: ſincere in that 
great Duty of Prayer, God be — 7 
0 our Sonls? Yes? Becauſe, they ſhall 
be happy in that Caſe, for any Thing ap- 
pears from this Covenant to the contra 

Sir, you may eaſily obſerve, from this 
fame Wild, unſcriptural Chymera, ſncere 
ot perfetf Obeadtence, fo many pitiable 
Thouſands of your poor periſhing Brehren, 
with dying Confuſion, and Ignorance, 
Stare a dark unknown and gloomy Eter- 
nity, with the deſperate Concluſion in 
Fact, which 1 have drawn in word; 
ſecming all their Life over to make no 
perfect Obedience, (no Obedience at all) 
a Covenant with Hell, and an Agrec- 
ith Death: 

Can you imagine, that our Lord came 
into the World, to covenant, an Indul- 
-gence with Men, to perform as much of 
the Law of God, and as little, after ſome 
Method, right or wrong, with ſome view, 
good or bad, at ſome Time, late or early 
as they thought convenient; and at the 
End of Life, qualifie, the Ommiſſion, 
and fearleſs Tranfgreſſion of Nature and 
Grace, with a Lord have Mercy upon us? 
If not, can you think, that the blaſphe- 
mons Reproach caſt on the Son of God, by 
the Lives and Death of your People, 
occaſioned 
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beraſio N this Ref improved by 
Nature to their Deſtruction, is not Mt 
corded im. Heaven gaht you; and that 
tho they die, Cod Wilb not require their 
Blood uf u,, Haug? The' #bme Men, 
whoſe De of preſent. Intereſt and Eaſe, 
and future: Rreedom from Puniſhment, 
has diſt bed the cool; and ſober Reflec- 
tions of their Souls, may have invented 
fuch favourable Covenant of Life, for 
themſelves, and others of their Diſpoſi- 
tion; Yet furely the Difference between 
the Religion of Grace and Nature, is not 
fo very infinite, as to permit a Compact of 
Peace, between God and Man, at the Ex- 
pence of all Grace and good Senſe. Or, 
- Beeaufe their own good Endeayours, 
added to their Faith and Repentance, will 
fecure their Happineſs. Cautions Chriſ- 
tians are always to preſume, that new 
Modes, of Expreſſion, added to infpired 
Language, carry the Sayour of Death a- 
long with them. Can you mean, by their 
good Endeavours, any thing above their 
good Morality or by their Morality, any 
Thing more than their Sincere, not perfe& 
Obedience; and by their Faith. truſting 
to have future Happineſs for ſuch Obe- 
dience. And war this, but in other 


words 
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words the deſtroctive we mentioned 
before? | 
If you mean the Faith of Chi s Satiſ- 

faction for Original Sin, and their good 
Endeavours to attone fer their Actaul ones, 
and Repentance to ſupply all Deficiencys; 
this is. worſe; for if Chriſt ſuffered ſo much; 
and ſo long, to ſatisfy Heaven for one Sin 
in which he was oe perſonally cngag- 
ed; O how much, and how long, muſt 
they Suffer, to Satisf y Juſtice, for ten thou- 
fand Sins perſonally their own: tho' a poor 
Repentance ſhould now and then come in 
to their Aid. 

That devouring Sink of Ruin the Church 
of Rome, i is of your Opinion on this Head, 
but is better provided: they have contriv- 
ed an incredible Number of corporal 
Puniſhments, to help out the good En- 
deavours, Faith and Repentance of their 
people; to which is added an unbloody Sa- 
crifice every Day; and to the Endeavours 
Sc. of Some perſons, ho Stand in Need, 
the Pope (ho is Treaſurer of odd Merits ) 
adds part of the Superabundant Satisfactions 
of departed Saints; and becauſe, neither 
Nature or Revelation,. can enable them 
to Judge, that all this will Satisfy the of- 
fended Juſtice of Cod; they have provid- 
ec, after Death, a little Secondary _ 
where 


. 
where Sinners: * A RES untill 
they Satisfy; Heaven. But there is no ſuch: 
proviſion made in Favour of Proteſtants, 
who have all along profeſſed, that he 
the once-offermeg up, of the Body of Jeſus? 
has perfetted for cver, all them that art 
Santiifyed, by the Spirit; and that this 
ſame Spirit, or third Perſon-in the Trinity, 
enlightening the underſtauding, renewing 
will, regulating the Appetites, ſtrengthen- 
ing the Memory, purging the Conſcience 
and creating us in: Chriſt: Jeſus to good 
Works, (good Indeavours) is the Only, 
rational Aſſurance we can have in Time, of 
ſuch Actuał perfect Sacrifice, and Attone- 
ment to God, for our Perſonal, and Original 
Sins alſo: And that ſuch good Endeavours, 
are not the Satisfaction itfelf, but the Evi- 
dence, Or ſigu of it; And that whoever 
Subſtitutes ſuch ſign, in Room of the Thing 
repreſented, ought to be diſcharged the 
Vineyard of Chriſt, as a Perſon unacquaint- 
ed with his God and with himſels Whe- 
ther their Sentiments are juſt, ſhall, be an 
after Enquiry, In the mean Time. 
If to what you call good Endeavours. 
Faith, and Repentance, you add the Aids. 
of the Spirit, to make Morality effectual; 
The Queſtion is, what is it you mean by 
the Aids of the Spirit 2 Becauſe a a 
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dom 'mentien them, and never explain 
them; and when you name them, it is 
with an intelligible Shyneſs. 

Do you mean the — uninterrupted | 
Viſitation of Gau, ſupporting the created 
Powers of Man and Beaſt, and every 
living Thing? If ſo; you need no more 
Aids to know your God, and your Duty, 
than the Ox to know his Owner, and th 
Aſs his Maſters Crib, or a diſciplin'd 
Horſe his Conduct, in the Day oſ Bartle 3 ; 
Both of you ating, by Rules of Natute 
only, or by the Heathen Anima Mundi, 
anmocr/al Soul of the World. Or, 

Do you mean, the Aids of Revelation? 
If ſo: ſurely you cannot ſufpe& your 
own Capacity to read it, nor your un- 
derſtanding to take in, at leaſt ſome parts 
of it, And tho' there ſhou'd happen a 
Deficiency in both; yet you profeſs, that as 
much, and no more than you know agree- 
able to Reaſon, Natute and the fitneſs of 
Things, is a Rule to your Morality: then, 
are you not ſole judge of your own Rea- 
ſon, and Knowledge of Things, and con- 
ſequently of theſe Parts of Revelation, and 
of thoſe Conſtructions upon them, which 
are agreeable to both; and tho' your 
mare of both Reaſon, and Knowledge, 
1 W to be very Poor; yet, you 


ſay 


[37] 

fay it is yout Rule, which Rule cannot ga 
beyond its Nature, nor the beſt of Beings, 
in his Requirements bey ond that. 

Therefore the Aids of Revelation, is 
a Sound, quite unideal on your Plan; 
becauſe if your accidental Share of Reaſon 
and previous Knowledge of Things, is 
the only Rule -obliging you to Morality 
here, and obliging Cod to reward you 
hereafter, -it would have remained ſuch 
Rule, had there been no Revelation at all. 
Therefore, ſo far is the Aſſiſtance of Re- 
valation, from bein neceſſary to yout 
Happineſs, that they to endanger it B t- 
cauſe additional Knowledge inferemditional 
Practice; and that infers an additional Ap- 
titude, to additional Omiſſion, and Tranſe 

greſſion; and that involves, an additional 
Probability of future Miſery: eſpecially 
conſidering, that tho Revelation always 
Aids your Knowledge, it never does of 
itſelf aid your Practice; in this Neſpect, it 
is a dead Letter, and leaves the Streſs of 


performance, on your own unaſſiſted 
Powers---Or. 


But I anttccaciole at at this Time, be- 


ſeeching you, in Bowels of Mercy, and 
EKindneſs, that you would not give me an 

unwilling Occaſion, to crawl humbly to 
the Footſtool of God, entreating him for his 
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Names Glory, that he would not -permit 


my Soul, enter into your Secrets; or mine 


eternal Honour to be united with yours: 
That he would let me alone, to mourn in 
Zion, for the Captivity of my thoughleſs 
Brother; untill he (God) wou'd hear; or ſay, 


diſol ved, come up hither, ſay no more, put 


up neither Cry, nor Prayer for him, for 1 
will not hear : Let us go up no more, to 
the Courts of God, to join our Praiſes to 
Heaven; no longer let us join Requeſts, for 
kind returning Smiles of Jeſus: No longer 


let the Aſſembly read, the pleaſing Union 


of our Souls, no longer let our Language 
ſpeak, the ſame ald good and living Way: 


No longer let us feed our Flocks, togeth- 


er, on a Summer Day; until the . Antzent 
of Days on a Throne high and lifted up, 
will ask the Reaſon, Why ? even ſo come 
Lord Jeſus; come quickly; and let me 
hear, what Iniquity, my fellow Shepherd 


has found in Thee. 


END of the Firſf LETTER. 


